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"Freedom of the
Press belongs to
those who own
one." A. J. Liebling of the New Yorker

Oh,  Woe  i s  Me . . .
 espite  the  fact  that  Roger Hedgecock OPPOSED the passage
of  Prop.  13 back in  1978,  he  has  become a born-again tax
cutter.

Not  so  h is  fe l low pol i t ic ians  of  that  era  or  th is  era .  There  i s
always a poor-mouth cry from the polit icians of  almost every

stripe that government does not have enough money…and usually Prop.  13
gets blamed.

Every year the San Diego County Assessor publ ishes  the  numbers…which
apparently no one reads except Richard Rider.  Richard heads the San Diego
Taxfighters ,  a  relat ively new organization founded because the establ ished
San Diego Taxpayers  Associat ion never saw a  tax  increase  i t  d id  not  l ike .
The SDTA is  in  the  pocket  of  the  downtown business  interests  and rol ls  over
for any tax increase.

Anyway, the numbers are the numbers…and San Diego County property
taxes  have  increased s ince  1978 at  a  rate  greater than inf lat ion AND
population growth!

In fact ,  the annual  property tax col lected by San Diego County is  ten t imes
what i t  was back then…and growing steadi ly  each year.  That  is  because
homes are reappraised every t ime they are sold,  and the turnover of  homes,
matched with heady increases in home values,  has guaranteed a boon to the
pol i t ic ians.

O.K.  –  i t  i s  not  enough.  ALL would not  be enough for the pol i t ic ians because
they can f ind more good things  that  “need” to  be done.  Just  as  in  your l i fe ,
there are always more wants than there is  money to cover them…but you
must  exercise  the  sort  of  priori ty  spending that  pol i t ic ians  cannot  bring
themselves to do.

Robert  Heinlein had i t  exact ly  r ight  when he wrote:  “What are the facts?
Again and again and again –  what  are  the  facts?  Shun wishful  thinking,
ignore divine revelat ion,  forget  what ‘the stars  foretel l , ’  avoid opinion,  care
not  what the neighbors think,  never mind the unguessable  ‘verdict  of
history’ – what are the facts ,  and to how many decimal places? You pi lot
always into an unknown future;  facts  are your only c lue.  Get  the facts!”

Here they are:

f ac t s ,  and  t o  how many  dec ima l  p l aces?  You  p i l o t  a lways  i n to  an  unknown  fu tu re ;  f ac t s  a r e  you r
Ge t  t he  f ac t s ! ”

Here  they  a re :



(Th i s  news l e t t e r  i s  pe r iod i ca l l y  pub l i shed  e l ec t ron ica l l y  and  de l i v e red  p r imar i l y  by  e -ma i l .  Free  subscr ip t i ons  may  be  had
by  s end ing  an  e -ma i l  t o  a l l en@al l enhemphi l l . com w i th  the  word  "subscr ibeRB" in  the  sub j ec t  o r  the  t ex t . )
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History  o f  San Diego County  Sa les  Tax  Rates  and Col lec t ions

by Richard  Rider    San Diego Tax  F ighters
Phone  858-530-3027

Ta x a b l e S a l e s  Ta x S a l e s  Ta x Annual
Year Transac t ions Rate Col lected I n c r e a s e

1 9 7 5 $ 4 , 7 4 0 , 4 6 0 , 0 0 0 6 . 0 0 % $ 2 8 4 , 4 2 7 , 6 0 0
1 9 7 6 $ 5 , 3 9 5 , 7 8 6 , 0 0 0 6 . 0 0 % $ 3 2 3 , 7 4 7 , 1 6 0 1 3 . 8 %
1 9 7 7 $ 6 , 6 1 9 , 4 0 3 , 0 0 0 6 . 0 0 % $ 3 9 7 , 1 6 4 , 1 8 0 2 2 . 7 %
1 9 7 8 $ 7 , 5 6 4 , 5 3 2 , 0 0 0 6 . 0 0 % $ 4 5 3 , 8 7 1 , 9 2 0 1 4 . 3 %
1 9 7 9 $ 8 , 6 5 2 , 0 9 3 , 0 0 0 6 . 0 0 % $ 5 1 9 , 1 2 5 , 5 8 0 1 4 . 4 %
1 9 8 0 $ 9 , 3 6 4 , 0 8 7 , 0 0 0 6 . 0 0 % $ 5 6 1 , 8 4 5 , 2 2 0 8 . 2 %
1 9 8 1 $ 1 0 , 4 6 3 , 4 0 9 , 0 0 0 6 . 0 0 % $ 6 2 7 , 8 0 4 , 5 4 0 11 . 7 %
1 9 8 2 $ 1 0 , 6 4 2 , 5 3 0 , 0 0 0 6 . 0 0 % $ 6 3 8 , 5 5 1 , 8 0 0 1 . 7 %
1 9 8 3 $ 11 , 6 5 9 , 4 6 3 , 0 0 0 6 . 0 0 % $ 6 9 9 , 5 6 7 , 7 8 0 9 . 6 %
1 9 8 4 $ 1 3 , 6 8 5 , 2 3 5 , 0 0 0 6 . 0 0 % $ 8 2 1 , 11 4 , 1 0 0 1 7 . 4 %
1 9 8 5 $ 1 5 , 3 0 7 , 3 1 9 , 0 0 0 6 . 0 0 % $ 9 1 8 , 4 3 9 , 1 4 0 11 . 9 %
1 9 8 6 $ 1 6 , 4 0 4 , 2 4 8 , 0 0 0 6 . 0 0 % $ 9 8 4 , 2 5 4 , 8 8 0 7 . 2 %
1 9 8 7 $ 1 7 , 8 9 7 , 1 5 9 , 0 0 0 6 . 0 0 % $ 1 , 0 7 3 , 8 2 9 , 5 4 0 9 . 1 %
1 9 8 8 $ 1 9 , 3 8 1 , 8 8 2 , 0 0 0 6 . 5 0 % $ 1 , 2 5 9 , 8 2 2 , 3 3 0 1 7 . 3 %
1 9 8 9 $ 2 1 , 2 7 1 , 3 4 6 , 0 0 0 7 . 0 0 % $ 1 , 4 8 8 , 9 9 4 , 2 2 0 1 8 . 2 %
1 9 9 0 $ 2 1 , 7 5 1 , 2 4 6 , 0 0 0 7 . 2 5 % $ 1 , 5 7 6 , 9 6 5 , 3 3 5 5 . 9 %
1 9 9 1 $ 2 0 , 8 3 6 , 9 7 5 , 0 0 0 8 . 2 5 % $ 1 , 7 1 9 , 0 5 0 , 4 3 8 9 . 0 %
1 9 9 2 $ 2 1 , 3 5 7 , 8 5 7 , 0 0 0 7 . 7 5 % $ 1 , 6 5 5 , 2 3 3 , 9 1 8 -3 .7%
1 9 9 3 $ 2 1 , 5 7 6 , 3 2 7 , 0 0 0 7 . 7 5 % $ 1 , 6 7 2 , 1 6 5 , 3 4 3 1 . 0 %
1994 $22,375 ,143 ,000 7.00% $1,566,260 ,010 -6.3%
1995 $23,434 ,043 ,000 7.75% $1,816,138 ,333 16.0%
1996 $25,138 ,565 ,000 7.75% $1,948,238 ,788 7.3%
1997 $27,408 ,526 ,000 7.75% $2,124,160 ,765 9.0%
1998 $29,616 ,004 ,000 7.75% $2,295,240 ,310 8.1%
1999 $32,752 ,405 ,000 7.75% $2,538 ,311 ,388 10.6%
2000 $36,245 ,418 ,000 7.75% $2,809,019 ,895 10.7%
2001 $37,699 ,333 ,000 7.50% $2,827,449 ,975 0.7%
2002 $38,595 ,547 ,000 7.75% $2,991,154 ,893 5.8%
2003 $39,984 ,987 ,000 7.75% $3,098,836 ,493 3.6%
N o t e  t h a t  t h e  s a l e s  t a x  c o l l e c t i o n s  s i n c e  1 9 7 5  h a v e  g r o w n  T E N F O L D ,
f a r  f a s t e r  t h a n  t h e  r a t e  o f  i n f l a t i o n .

N o t e  a l s o  t h a t  t h e  s a l e s  ta x  P E R C E N TA G E  r a t e s  a r e  n o t  e x a c t  f o r  e a c h  y e a r,
a s  s o m e  y e a r s  t h e  t a x  c h a n g e d

du r i ng  t he  yea r.   These  f i gu res  we re  p rov ided  by  t he  Ca l i f o rn i a  Boa rd  o f
E q u a l i z a t i o n .   C o n t a c t :

     Wu n - c h i  Wa n g      R e s e a r c h  a n d  St a t i s t i c s  S e c t i o n     p h o n e   9 1 6 - 4 4 5 - 0 8 4 0

T h e  2 0 0 3  f i g u r e s  a r e  a n  e s t i m a t e ,  b a s e d  o n  t h e  f i r s t  6  m o n t h  s a l e s  t a x  i n  2 0 0 2  v s .
t h e  1 s t  6  m o n t h s  o f  2 0 0 3
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