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"Freedom of the
Press belongs to
those who own
one." A. J. Liebling of the New Yorker

H o m e l e s s  R e v i s i t e d . . .
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h e  a b s o l u t e  w o r s t  p u m m e l i n g  I  e v e r  t o o k  a s  a

c o l u m n i s t  f o r  t h e  B e r n a r d o  N e w s  i n  t h e  1 2  y e a r s  I

wro t e  f o r  tha t  augus t  and  award -w inn ing

n e w s p a p e r  w a s  f o r  a  c o l u m n  I  w r o t e  i n  w h i c h  I  p r o p o s e d  t h a t

c h u r c h e s  h o u s e  t h e  h o m e l e s s .

I  t o u c h e d  a  r e a l  n e r v e !  C h u r c h e s  l i t e r a l l y  c a l l e d  t h e  e d i t o r  a n d

threa t ened  t o  pu l l  the i r  adver t i s ing ,  the  Le t t e r s  t o  the  Ed i to r

w e r e  s c a t h i n g ,  a n d  t h e  m i n i s t e r  o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  c h u r c h  i n  R B  t o o k

m e  t o  l u n c h  b e c a u s e  h e  w a n t e d  t o  m e e t  w h o e v e r  w o u l d  m a k e  s u c h

an  ou t rageous  sugges t i on .  He  a s sured  me  a t  tha t  lunch  tha t  h i s

c o n g r e g a t i o n  d o n a t e d  m o n e y  t o  h o m e l e s s  s h e l t e r s ,  s o  t h a t  s h o u l d

a b s o l v e  h i s  f l o c k  o f  p e r s o n a l l y  h e l p i n g  t h e  h o m e l e s s .

I  h a d  d o n e  a  l i t t l e  r e s e a r c h  a n d  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  i n  t h e  m a j o r

c i t i e s  o f  A m e r i c a  t h e r e  w a s  a  c o n s i s t e n t  r a t i o  o f  h o m e l e s s  t o

c h u r c h e s  o f  a b o u t  s e v e n  t o  o n e .  I  o p i n e d  t h a t  s i n c e  J e s u s  h a d

d i r e c t e d  h i s  f l o c k  t o  t a k e  c a r e  o f  t h e  p o o r  t h a t  c h u r c h e s  w e r e  t h e

o b v i o u s  a n s w e r :  T h e y  a r e  s e l d o m  o c c u p i e d  f o r  m o r e  t h a n  a  f e w

h o u r s  a  w e e k ,  t h e y  a r e  h e a t e d  a n d  l i g h t e d ,  m a n y  h a v e  k i t c h e n

a n d  b a t h r o o m  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  h u g e  c r o w d s ,  a n d ,  p e r h a p s  m o r e

impor tan t l y ,  they  have  congrega t i ons  tha t  inc lude  d rug  and

a l c o h o l  c o u n s e l o r s ,  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  a n d  p s y c h i a t r i s t s ,  a n d

e m p l o y e r s  o f  a l l  s o r ts .  O b v i o u s l y ,  s o m e  c h u r c h e s  a r e  n o t
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p h y s i c a l l y  c a p a b l e  o f  h o u s i n g  a n y  h o m e l e s s  p e o p l e ,  b u t  l a r g e

c h u r c h e s  c a n  e a s i l y  a c c o m m o d a t e  m a n y  m o r e  t h a n  s e v e n .

C o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  a v e r a g e  o f  s e v e n  h o m e l e s s  p e r  c h u r c h ,  I  f e l t  t h a t

was  no t  a sk ing  t oo  much .

More  impor tan t l y,  I  wro t e  i t  wou ld  so l ve  the  na t i ona l  home le s s

p r o b l e m  b y  8  A . M .  t o m o r r o w  m o r n i n g .

O n e  o f  m y  g o o d  f r i e n d s  w r o t e  a  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  e d i t o r  c o m p l a i n i n g

tha t  I  s imp ly  d id  no t  under s tand  –  the  home le s s  had  l i c e ,  she

w r o t e ,  a n d  t h e n  t h e r e  w a s  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  p r o b l e m  f o r  c h u r c h e s .

B e i n g  b a s i c a l l y  h a r d - n o s e d  I  w r o t e  a  s e c o n d  c o l u m n  i n  w h i c h  I

sa id  tha t  Je sus  had  min i s t e r ed  t o  l epe r s ,  so  I  d idn ’t  th ink  l i c e  t o

be  much  o f  a  p rob l em fo r  H i s  f l ock ,  and  tha t  I  d id  no t  know  tha t

J e s u s  h a d  s a i d  t a k e  c a r e  o f  t h e  p o o r  u n l e s s  y o u  h a d  i n s u r a n c e

c h a l l e n g e s .

I  m e n t i o n  t h i s  d i s t a s t e f u l  e x p e r i e n c e  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  r e c e n t  N o r t h

Coun ty  Times  f ron t -page  s t o ry  abou t  l oca l  churches  becoming

d i r e c t l y  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  t h e  h o m e l e s s .  E v e n  m o r e  i m p o r ta n t l y ,  t h e

O ’ R e i l l y  F a c t o r  a i r e d  a  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  a  N e w  Yo r k  p a s t o r  w h o s e

c h u r c h  w a s  o f f e r i n g  a c t u a l  s h e l t e r  t o  t h e  h o m e l e s s .  I t  s e e m s  t h a t

t h e  s u b j e c t  h a s  b e c o m e  a  p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e  i n  N e w  Yo r k ,  w i t h  l a r g e

churches  in  wea l thy  ne ighborhoods  fac ing  angry  ne ighbor s  and

m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  o v e r  t h e  o b v i o u s  p r o b l e m s  i n h e r e n t

w i th  hous ing  even  a  f ew  home le s s…expos ing  the i r  f ami l i e s  t o  bad

language ,  pub l i c  u r ina t i on  and  de f eca t i on .

Sounds  a  l o t  l i ke  the  p rob l ems  o f  l i v ing  on  a  go l f  cour se !   I  have

seen  tha t  same  behav io r  on  the  s i x th  g reen  ad jacen t  t o  my  home!

Ambrose Bierce,  The
Devil 's Dictionary


