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A Kauai Lensof theWorld

s many of my readers know, Jean and | spend about four

months a year on Kauai. That isnecessary knowledge

because NOTHING looksthe same when viewed through

a Kauai lens. Fortunately, through modern technology |

can still do my real estate business with the exception
of taking clientsto lunch.

Many of our friends visit the Sandwich Islands during the year
and find no different lens, but they stay at a Marriott, watch
CNN, and buy USA Today. They might just as well have stayed in
San Diego at the Marriott and saved the airfare.

Jean and | live wherethereare no stop lightsfor 20 milesin any
direction, shop the local ‘farmer’s market’ and watch the cable
access channel. Moreimportantly, weread the daily Garden
Island newspaper.

Our first day here, for example, the newspaper featured a lot of
column inches on Tenzin Palmo, an English woman who spent 12
yearsliving in a high Himalayan cave while engaging in “intense
meditation.” Sheis, reputedly, a “renowned Tibetan Buddhist.”

| recall that several days beforewe arrived here, the WorldCom
executives had been arrested in handcuffs, but it was not until
after our arrival that the news of their arrest made page 4 of The
Garden Island, and then the arrest could not garner nearly as
much attention as Tenzin Palmo. The newspaper assures us that,
“She faced unimaginable cold, wild animals, near starvation, and




avalanches, not to mention the demons of her own mind.” | have
no doubt about the last part of that statement.

Mind you, The Garden Island isnorag. It iscelebrating its
100th anniversary here on theisland, but it also understands
what the local population deems important — and the arrest of
WorldCom executivesis far, far down theline. Kauai is, after
all, the Hawaiian island most remote from the Mainland, both
physically and culturally.

| have copyrighted a T-Shirt that says, simply, “No care where
you from, who you are, what you do. You on MY island now!”
Believe me, that ISthe basic attitude. One of my T-Shirts that
liststhe “10 Best Waysto Know You are on Kauai” isthat
“Maraishi Anybody would beat Bush or Gore.”

Fortunately, we have been here for so long and come so often
that we are (almost) accepted. When we arrived at the airport,
our car wasin the parking lot as planned, with the keysunder
the seat. Unfortunately, the car was locked! We called a
neighbor, the Police Commissioner (a massive native Hawaiian),
who first sent an undercover officer to help us get the car open.
When that failed, the Commissioner drove 40 minutesto pick us
up rather than just call alocksmith!

I know that a lot of my neighbors come to Kauai, but if you stay
at Princeville or the Marriott you will missthereal flavor of
thisisland. It isfriendly with a real touch of Aloha, but you
can’'t find that in alarge hotel. It isfilled with mystics, but you
won’t read about them in USA Today. It isan insular island, but
you won’t discover that watching CNN.

And there are, reputedly, two conservatives on the Island. The
other onelives anonymously, in Kapa'a and keeps his head
below theridgeline.

P.S. ThereisaVERY GOOD CHANCE of a Republican Governor
being elected thistime -- not because thereis some moveto the

right but rather because there have been more than four decades
of VISIBLE Democrat corruption. (Surprised?)
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