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"Freedom of the
Press belongs to
those who own
one." A. J. Liebling of the New Yorker

Never  Judge  a  Book . . .

y  Nava l  Academy C lass  o f  1957  has  a  da i ly  e -
ma i l  r ev iew  so  tha t  we  can  keep  in  touch ,  and
yes ,  debate  the  issues  o f  the  day  and  the
demise  o f  Navy  foo tba l l .  We  a lso  share

in fo rmat ion  and  wr i t ings  o f  our  f e l low  Serv ice  Academies
wi th  whom we  shared  bo th  compet i t ion  and  a  ve ry  h igh
regard .

Yes te rday  there  was  an  a r t i c le  wr i t ten  by  an  A i r  Force
Co lone l  about  a  “Lesson  Learned”  wh i l e  he  a t tended  the
U .S .  Force  Academy in  Co lo rado .   The  a r t i c l e  was  too
po ignant  fo r  me  to  d is regard ,  and  I  pass  a long  th is
shor tened  vers ion…

Whi le  Co l .  James  Moschga t  was  a t  the  A i r  Force  Academy,
graduat ing  in  the  C lass  o f  1977 ,  the  j an i to r  who  c leaned
the  ha l l s  and  common to i l e ts  fo r  severa l  years  was  a  qu ie t
and  unassuming  man  named  “B i l l ”  Crawford .  He  was
se ldom spoken  to  by  the  Cade ts ,  who  were  consumed  w i th
the  da i l y  rou t ines  o f  Serv ice  Academy l i f e ,  a  hec t ic  rush
f rom c lass  to  c lass ,  inspec t ion  to  inspec t ion ,  r igorous
phys ica l  ac t iv i ty  and  t ry ing  to  rema in  su f f i c ien t ly  focused
to  s tay  in  a  c l ima te  where  the re  were  so  many  t ry ing  to
fa i l  you  out .

The  Cade ts  wou ld  say  an  occas iona l  “He l lo”  as  they
passed  the  j an i to r,  bu t  they  never  engaged  h im in
conversa t ion .  He  was  an  o ld  man  in  a  young  man ’s  game ,
and  ,o f  course ,  he  was  jus t  a  j an i to r  among  the  na t ion ’s
e l i t e  young  men .

Then  one  day  in  1976 ,  wh i le  Cade t  Moschgat  was
do ing  the  usua l  h is tory  research  o f  Wor ld  War  I I  he
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In tax i ca t ion :
Euphor ia  a t
ge t t ing  a  tax

refund,
which  la s t s

unt i l  you
rea l i ze  i t  was
your  money

to  s tar t  w i th !

L i b e r t a r i a n
P a r t y

read  about  the  f igh t  fo r  H i l l  424  in  I t a ly,  and  the  hero ics  o f  a
Pr iva te  named  Wi l l i am Crawford :   “ in  the  face  o f  in tense
and  overwhe lming  hos t i l e  f i r e  . . .  w i th  no  regard  fo r
persona l  sa fe ty  on  h is  own  in i t i a t i ve ,  P r iva te  Crawford
s ing le -handed ly  a t tacked  fo r t i f i ed  enemy pos i t ions .”   I t
con t inued ,  “ fo r  consp icuous  ga l l an t ry  and  in t rep id i ty  a t
r i sk  o f  l i f e  above  and  beyond  the  ca l l  o f  du ty,  the  Pres ident
o f  the  Un i ted  S ta tes  . . . ”

…had  awarded  Pr iva te  Crawford  the  Congress iona l  Meda l
o f  Honor !

H is  C i ta t ion  i s  on l ine  a t  h t tp : / /www.a rmy.mi l / cmh-pg /
moh i i a1 .h tm  and  reads ,  in  pa r t ,  “Pv t .  C rawford ,  w i thou t
orders  and  on  h is  own  in i t i a t i ve ,  moved  over  the  h i l l  under
enemy f i re  to  a  po in t  w i th in  a  f ew  yards  o f  the  gun
emplacement  and  s ing le -handed ly  des t royed  the
mach inegun  and  k i l l ed  3  o f  the  c rew w i th  a  hand  g renade ,
thus  enab l ing  h is  p la toon  to  cont inue  i t s  advance .  When
the  p la toon ,  a f te r  reach ing  the  c res t ,  was  once  more
de layed  by  enemy f i re ,  Pv t .  C rawford  aga in ,  in  the  face  o f
in tense  f i r e ,  advanced  d i rec t l y  to  the  f ron t  m idway  be tween
2  hos t i l e  mach inegun  nes ts  loca ted  on  a  h igher  te r race  and
emplaced  in  a  sma l l  r av ine .  Mov ing  f i r s t  to  the  l e f t ,  w i th  a
hand  grenade  he  des t royed  1  gun  emplacement  and  k i l l ed
the  c rew;  he  then  worked  h is  way,  under  con t inuous  f i r e ,  to
the  o ther  and  w i th  1  g renade  and  the  use  o f  h is  r i f l e ,  k i l l ed  1
enemy and  fo rced  the  rema inder  to  f l ee .  Se i z ing  the  enemy
mach inegun ,  he  f i r ed  on  the  w i thdrawing  Germans…”

Pr iva te  Crawford  subsequent ly  was  cap tured  and  he ld  as  a
POW by  the  Germans…

(Deta i l s  may  be  read  a t  h t tp : / /www.homeofheros .com/
pro f i l es )

The  word  spread  l i ke  w i ld f i re  among  the  Cade ts .   They  no
longer  sa id  “He l lo . ”  I t  was  “Good  Morn ing ,  Mr.  Crawford . ”

Few o f  us  know the  backgrounds  o f  most  o f  the  peop le  we
meet .  Pe rhaps  we  too  have  mis judged  many  whom we  th ink
we  know.  Somet imes  they  have  been  much  be t te r  than  we
th ink  - -  and  somet imes  they  have  been  much  worse .


