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"Freedom of the
Press belongs to
those who own
one." A. J. Liebling of the New Yorker

Human Rights  Watch
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u m a n  R i g h t s  Wa t c h  s e e m s  v e ry  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e
trea tment  o f  the  A l -Queda  capt ive s  he ld  in  Gi tmo .
They  th ink  tha t  shack le s  and  hoods  are  inhumane ,
no t  to  ment ion  the  hous ing  o f  the  capt ive s  in  cha in

l ink  f ences  in  the  ba lmy  a i r  o f  the  Car ibbean .  They  s imi lar ly
objec t  t o  the  shav ing  o f  heads  and  beards .

H m m m .  S e e m s  w e  c a n  s o l v e  t h o s e  p ro b l e m s .  We  c a n  h a v e  t h e
Mar ines  s e t  up  an  ou t s ide  impene trab le  per imeter  and  l e t  Human
Right s  Watch  run  the  in s ide  o f  the  Camp.  We  can  pay  the  b i l l s
but  HRW can  cook  the  food ,  bu i ld  the  barracks ,  and  ming le
among  the  capt ive s  t o  make  cer ta in  they  are  be ing  we l l  t r ea ted .
Of  course ,  HRW vo lunteer s  w i l l  no t  be  permi t t ed  to  use  any  o f
the  re s t ra in t s  tha t  they  do  no t  w i sh  the  Mar ines  to  use .

Ever y  day  a  new supp ly  o f  HRW peop le  w i l l  be  permi t t ed  to  en ter
the  compound ,  the i r  ranks  supp lemented  w i th  hand-wr ingers
f r o m  t h e  B r i t i s h  p r e s s  a n d  o t h e r  E u r o p e a n  c o u n t r i e s .  T h e y  w i l l
n e e d  a  f r e s h  s u p p l y  b e c a u s e  t h e  b e h e a d e d  c o r p s e s  o f  t h e  i n s i d e
s ta f f  o f  the  HRW and  the i r  suppor ter s  w i l l  be  thrown  over  the
f e n c e  e v e r y  n i g h t  b y  t h e  c a p t i v e s .

I f  ever  l ibera l i sm can  be  put  to  t e s t ,  th i s  i s  the  oppor tun i ty.  Here
i s  the  chance  for  those  hank ie  wr ingers  to  put  up  or  shut  up .
These  capt ive s  have  vowed  to  k i l l  in f ide l s  a t  every  oppor tun i ty.
Now i s  the  t ime  to  permi t  the  HRW and  the i r  l ibera l
suppor ter s  t o  t e s t  the  l imi t s  o f  the i r  ph i lo sophy.



(This newsletter is periodically published electronically and delivered primarily by

e-mail. Free subscriptions may be had by sending an e-mail to

allen@allenhemphill.com with the word "subscribeRB" in the subject or the text.)

PARDON,  v.
To  r emi t  a
pena l ty  and
re s to r e  t o  t he
l i f e  o f  c r ime .
To  add  t o  t he
lu r e  o f  c r ime
the
t emp ta t i on  o f
ing ra t i t ude .

A m b r o s e  B i e r c e ,  T h e
D e v i l ' s  D i c t i o n a r y

Human  Right s  Watch  i s  a l so  in  the  fore f ront  o f  the  debate  over  the
poss ib i l i t y  o f  t or ture  o f  cap t ive s  i f  the  US  be l i eve s  tha t  a  capt ive
has  the  key  to  fu ture  t error i sm tha t  cou ld  cos t  innocent  c iv i l i an
l i ve s .  Th i s  i s sue  has  caused  the  l ibera l  A lan  Dershowi tz  to  break
ranks  and  dec lare  tha t  t e rror i sm i s  a  new  enemy  tha t  r equ ire s  new
r u l e s .

Dershowi t z  says  tha t  i f  innocent  l i ve s  can  be  saved  on ly  through
tor tur ing  someone  w i th  foreknowledge ,  then  a  cour t  shou ld  i s sue  a
“ tor ture  warrant”  so  tha t  the  harsh  t rea tment  he  says  i s  go ing  to
b e  d o n e  a n y w a y,  i s  o v e r s e e n  b y  t h e  j u d i c i a l  s y s t e m .  C u r re n t l y  w e
t u r n  s u c h  p r i s o n e r s  o v e r  t o  l e s s  s q u e a m i s h  c o u n t r i e s ,  l i k e  I s r a e l ,
a n d  t u r n  o u r  e y e s .

Dershowi tz  pos i t s  tha t  i f  any  person’s  ch i ld  i s  k idnapped  and
bur i ed  w i th  on ly  three  hours  a i r,  and  the  po l i c e  immedia te ly
capture  the  o f f ender,  ANY parent  wou ld  beg  for  the  use  o f  t or ture
to  de termine  the  l oca t ion  o f  the  tomb.

H u m a n  R i g h t s  Wa t c h  d i s a g re e s  o f  c o u r s e .  H u m a n  R i g h t s  Wa t c h
wi l l  no t  d i s cus s  any  “ t i ck ing  t ime  bomb”  concept ,  they  s imply
op ine  f rom the  sa f e ty  o f  an  i vory  tower.

For tunate ly  for them,  the i r  i vor y  tower was  no t  in  the  Twin
Towers .


