From the King of Spain to the King of Champagne
A History of Hidden Meadows 1769-1987

Written by Hazel Early and edited by Allen Hemphill

Old Rancho Days
Chapter 1 — The Early Days

Inaplacenorth of Escondido, Californiainthefoothillsof the Palomar Mountain rangeisan beautiful upland
valley called Hidden Meadows. Under ahuge ancient spreading oak tree, thefirst ownersof theranch built their
home.

Onmy first visitto theareasearching for ahomesite, | became acquai nted with the splendid live oak and my
husband and | built our homewithin sight of it on Glengarry Lane. In 1972 we werethe fourteenth houseto be
completed in the subdivision. Wefound piecesof old harness, cansof old boltsand other remnants of theold
ranch onour lot. Many daysas| walked about the areaand under theleafy old oak tree, | triedto visudizelife
intheearly daysof Meadow L ake Ranch.

Recently onamorningwalk | paused to look up into the old oak’ sgnarled branches astheleaves stirredina
dight breeze and | seemed to hear avoice. Could it be? Thetree? Yes. Asthe old onewhispered and sighed
thisstory emerged:

“ Please, sit down and listen. I’ ve talesto tell. It's been so long since anyone has sat beneath my
spreading limbs to seek the comfort of my shade. For years there's been no one to hear the wind rustling
through my leaves, the soft winter rains which wash my dusty coat, or my hurt when storms break my
branches. I’ m getting old now and worried, too. Men have been walking beneath me with clipboardsin
their hands. They don't stop to rest in my sheltering shade. They walk about pointing and gazing up at
my relatives on the hill. They speak of machines to grade and fill, to change the terrain.

“ My land came under the protection of the King of Spain by virtue of the law of the Indies upon the
Spanish occupation of California in 1769. Owner ship passed to the Mexican government in 1822 after
Mexico's Declaration of Independence from Spain and establishment of the sovereignty of the Republic
of Mexico. In 1848, following the Mexican War, California became United States Territory. Title to the
land was confirmed by authority of the United States government in a Patent issued George C. Kuchel
and recorded May 24, 1882.

Before that and not recorded, many Indians traver sed the land and took shelter under my domain.
There's no record of my age either, but I’ ve been here over 200 years so I’m concer ned about these men
now making plans for my land. The Indians [ Mexicans] are back too. They dress like the white man now
and carry plastic bags of food. In the ‘olden days,” | supplied some of their food as my acorns fell to the
ground. The creek, which isdry now, supplied their water year around. Now they camp in the
surrounding wildernessarea.”

Walking home, I began thinking about the changes soon to take place at Hidden Meadowsand, fedling that the
last remnants of the old ranch might disappear soon, | contacted Will Watson, one of thelong-timeranchers of



thearea. Will, now 82, il liveson hisranch acrossfrom the clubhouse. During our conversation, Will
mentioned that the granddaughter of the original Meadow Lake Ranch owner il livesinthearea. Naturdly, |
became very enthused and with Will’'shelp | located Harriet Crise DeGraw. During many conversations, Mrs.
DeGraw and Mr. Watson related the events over theyears until the ranch passed on to First Republic
Development in 1965.

A man named Johnson arrived inthevalley prior to 1875 and he built alog cabin nearby. Heraised pigsand
marketed them in San Diego, which was about athree-day round trip. One day going down, aday to unload,
sl the pigs, perhaps pick up suppliesand aday to return. (No record can befound of Johnson’sclaim.) Before
long George C. Kuchel, who had aclaim on apart of what isnow the Dal ey ranch, traded claimswith Johnson
and moved to theranch, recording hisclaimin May 1882. Thelegal description of the Kuchel property isparts
of section 16, 17 and 18, Township 11 South, Range 2 San Bernardino Base and Meridian.

George built ahome made of adobe bricks, which he manufactured, onthe site. He became acquainted with
Marie CobettaWe lar, aGermanimmigrant girl of nineteen. When Marieand her father landed in New York
from Germany, they encountered aman who relieved them of part of their money by promoting Rancho Santa
Feasaland of untold wealth for growing olives. Disappointed with theland whenthey arrivedin Cadifornia, they
moved to what |ater became the Escondido area. Beforelong, George and Mariewere married and moved into
the adobe house at the ranch.

Much of thevalley areawasaswamp land adrainage system was devised. Theresulting soil wasrichand
fertile. On partsof theranch Muscat grapeswere planted for raised; but dueto the 1200 feet altitude, the
grapesripened agood two weekslater than thosein Escondido and therewasn't sufficient drying timebefore
cold wesather arrived. They also planted six or seven acres of appletrees.

George' sbrother, Robert, wasanother early settler. Hefiled aclaim on adjoining acresto the east. Robert spent
moretime hunting and prospecting than intrying to farm hisland so it was never improved to the extent of
Georgeand Mari€ sranch. Whenever Robert ran short of money, he sold apiece of hisland. Then Robert
married AlviraNel son and they had three children. Grapes and appleswererai sed asacash crop on Robert’'s
ranch.

Toimprove hisstock, George Kuchel decided to graft wine grapesto hisvinesand went to Sonomaasan
apprenticefor two yearsto learn to make wine. Brother Robert tended both ranchesin George' sabsence.
When Georgereturned he built three adobe buildingsto processthe grapes. A vein of adobe clay had been
found conveniently nearby.

The nearby ranchersbought suppliesat atrading post, Graham & Stelner; located northeast of where Lake
Hodgesisnow. Staples such asflour, sugar, and tobacco were available here. A trip to San Diego supplied the
other necessities. The storewas moved to the new town of Escondido in 1886, established after Wolfskill sold
hisland holdingsto the Escondido Land Company. Mail ddlivery wasto McDouga Ranch which the post-office
called Apex. Periodically, therancherswould ride horseback to McDougal’sto pick up their mail. In 1887 the
post-officewaslocated in asmall shack in Escondido and thenin TheNew York Store. L ater, when phone
bookswere published, the addressfor the Kuchel ranch wasNorth Broadway.

Theranch was appropriately named Big Rock Ranch after the nearby huge boul der that guardsthe entranceto
theranch house. In addition to the grapes, varied farm crops, such ashay and small grain, were cultivated onthe
ranch. Children Nellie Marieand George, Jr. were born here. They attended Rincon School near the present
Jesmond Dene Park. A horse-drawn sulky supplied their transportation to the school . Nellie sometimeswal ked
downthewesterly end of the valley through the chaparral to the underground waterfall and would sit onahuge



rock listening to thewater splashing below asit tumbled over bouldersto reach thelower valley.

Asthe population increased, arearanchersbanded together to build aoneroom school at the Nevinranch at
thefoot of the grade. L ater the school house was moved up to Kuchel Mesaand |ocated on an acre of the Hill
ranch at Mountain Meadow Road near the present Cerveza Drive. Clamar School was named in honor of two
students, ClarissaHaucheldt and Mary Stewart. One of theteacherswasLizzie L eggo. During theweek Lizzie
lived in aone-room home next to the schoal.

By thistime George K uchel had built atwo-room wooden ranch house. On Sundays peoplewould drive out to
Kuchel Mesafrom Escondido through Reldy Canyon and Oat Hills, approaching theranchesfromtheeast, to
buy applesfor about one cent apound. Tableswere spread out under the oak treesand Marie Kuchel would
providefood to thosewho came. The Kuchel ranch wasjust apleasant drivefrom Escondido and visitors
lingered under the cool oak treesto visit before heading home to Escondido. Many people became acquainted
with the old spreading live oak tree on these rel axing Sunday afternoons.

Chapter Il — 1913, and a New Era

When George Kuchel died in 1913, theranch passed on to the children, George, Junior and Nellie. George and
MarieKuchel, aswell asMari€ sfather Wellar, are buried on theranch near thelake south of the house. There
weregrave markersat onetime but they arenolonger in evidence.

A few yearslater Nelliemarried the son of Escondido’sonly doctor, Harry Null Crlse. They madetheir homeat
theranch. Theonly child of thisunion, Harriet Crise Jenks DeGraw was born October 6, 1915 in Escondido
where her unclewasadoctor aswell asher grandfather.

Nellie'sbrother, George Kuchel, Jr., waskilled when the motorcycle hewasriding near Fresno collided witha
truck. After the accident theranch wasplaced in Neéllie Kuchel Crise’'snameonMarch 22, 1918.

When Harriet wasfiveyearsold she attended Charmar School to help make up aquotabecausethereweren’t
enough students. Harriet’ steacher was Emily Kelly who later became principa of an Escondido e ementary
school. Finaly, the school building wasabandoned. Harriet stayed with her Grandmother Crlsein Escondido
and attended school there. Some of theranch children attended Twin Oak School. Rincon district had been
consolidated and eventually became Lincoln School. Incidentally, today, the newest elementary school in
Escondidoisnamed Rincon Schoal.

Theold school building was moved to thefoot of the grade and madeinto aresidence. Mr. and Mrs. Daney
werelivingthereinthesixtiesand seventies. Interestingly, Mr. Daney had been atruant officer and Mrs. Daney
wasaschoolteacher beforeretirement to the old schoolhouse.

At Big Rock Ranch, thevaley areain front of the housewasthedrainage areafor the surrounding hillsand by
means of adam constructed by George Kuchel alarge pond supplied water for the ranch stock year around.
Sometimesmorewater collected than wasdesirable. In 1916 and againin 1929 winter stormsflooded the
valley, washed out the banks of the stream and evened out thevalley floor.

NélieCriseand daughter Harriet till lived inthesmall ranch house after Nelliedivorced Harry Crise. In 1924
Néliebuilt and moved into atwo-bedroom housein front of the old house. Northwest of the house on adight
risetherewasalong chicken coop wherelaying henswerekept. A well withawindmill supplied water, which
was pumped to atank placed onthehill at therear of the house. (The cement basefor thetank is south of what
isnow caledlot 121.) In 1925 Néellie planted awisteriawhich spread acloud of lavender flowersover the
wholefront of the house and porch. The beautiful wisteriasurvived until about 1980 when the old ranch house



was painted and the wisteriawastorn down.

Becauseof al the oak treesin the area, the appletreesin the orchard eventual ly devel oped oak root fungus and
had to be destroyed. English walnut trees, planted to replace the apples, grew to be 60 feet high. A large garden
patch wastended intherich soil near the stream and in 1936 amixed fruit orchard was planted consisting of
persimmon, plums, apples, pearsand olives. The persimmon, one appletree and an apricot survivetoday
(1987) and still bear good fruit.

Nellie hired aBasque named Jean Capdevilleto work the ranch, and he made hishomein the old two room

ranch house. Capdevilleraised pigsand housed themin pensunder the oak trees. Oneday abear came after
thelittle pigsand Capdeville pursued and shot the bear. Seeing the cheap hog feed, he attempted to herd the
pigsto the carcassto save hauling it back to theranch. The pigs stampeded and never wereall recovered.

By variousacquisitions, including the Day property, Big Rock Ranch now consisted of 480 acres. Anguscattle
wereraised aswell aspigs. Oneevening the Crisesheard acrescendo of screaming and commotioninthepig
pen. Visiting Robert Kuchel grabbed hisrifleand rushed out to seeamountain lion attacking thelittle piglets. He
fired into the darkness and thought he wounded the animal . The next morning they found the body of the
mountain lion draped over the crotch of the old oak tree, wherethewounded animal had climbedtodie. This
wasanother “diceof life’ witnessed by themajestictree.

Harriet Criseleft thefamily ranch to marry Charles Jenks, achildhood acquaintance who lived on anearby
ranch. They movedto LindaVistawhere Charlesworked inan aircraft factory during WW.1.

Other family membersfound theranch apleasant placetovisit until it was sold. Among them was Thomas
Henry Kuchdl (1910-), who wasaUnited States Senator from Californiafrom 1953 through 1969. He spent
sometimeinthisareain hisyouth and wasafrequent visitor to theranch. The Senator practiced law in Anaheilm
and entered state politicsasal iberal Republican. When heleft the Senate hereturned to privatelaw practicein
LosAngelesand Washington, D.C.

NellieKuchel Crisediedin 1947 and John Burnham bought the ranch from the estate November 18, 194~
through the Bank of Americain San Diego. Nelliea so owned the 480 acre Hornbeck Ranch above Reldy
Canyon, which thetrustee of the estate sold to George Daley.

Nellie'sdaughter, Harriet, took all her family papersto the bank to help settle the estate. The bank lost the box
of recordsand Harriet lost much of her family history. Property taxeson theranch at thetimeof NellieCrise's
death were high. Harriet decided to sell asshefelt shewould not receive enough income from theranch to pay
thetaxes.

Chapter Ill — After the War

Mr. Burnham, the new owner, was awealthy man from Rancho Santa Fe and he planned to spend hisremaining
daysat theranch. He added moreland to hisholdings, including some government land, until he had about 700
acres.

Hehired Hazard Construction to grade and establish several pondswith dams. Heremodel ed the old tool
houseinto abeautiful home, which later becamethe Oak Room Restaurant. The old chicken coop wasmade
into servant’squarters and guest house. Blacktop roadswere constructed and |andscaping completed witha
row of oleanders between the newly remodel ed home and the guest house.

Mr. Burnham had auniformed chauffeur who drove him about the areaimpressing the neighboring ranchers. His



wifenever did care much for theranch and spent most of her timein Rancho SantaFe. The Burnhamsused the
ranch mostly asaweek-end retreat.

InJuly, 1948, Will and Bernice Watson purchased the 120 acreranch of Robert Kutchel (acrossfromthe
Meadow L ake Country Clubhouse) from the three children of Robert Kutchel who jointly owned theranch.
The Watson family moved from near Pasadenato their property and lived in atent whiletheir homewasbeing
constructed. They moved into the homein October. The Watsons planned to raise chickenson theranch. When
the chicken venture proved unsatisfactory, Will returned to his profession asaninsurance adjuster while Bernlce
taught school in Escondido for severa years.

Theranchwasagood placefor Will and Bernice Watson to raisetheir four children, Larry, Kathleen, Patricia
and Bill. They built aswimming pool and the children and grandchildren had horsesto ride. Some of the children
felt theranch wastoo isolated becausetheir nearest friendswereover 1 1/2 milesaway. Bernice grew many
flowers, vegetablesand planted fruit trees. Bernice wanted some pinetrees, so Will purchased 1000 Monterey
pinesfrom agovernment agency for afew dollarsand planted severa acres. Somewere sold as Christmas
trees. Son, Larry, had ahuge garden and vegetabl e stand acrossfrom the country club during the midseventies.
Bernice passed away in1980.

Despiteeffortsof Burnham and later Republic Development to purchasethe Watson property for devel opment,
they refused to sell until high property taxes (before Prop. 13) forced the sale of theland. Taxes, whenthe
Watsons bought the property in 1948, were $68 ayear.

Water wasaval uable commodity to the ranchers of Kuchel Mesaand sometimes disputesdeveloped over
“dirty tricks’ of deeper wellsbeing drilled in adjacent |and to take over thewater supply.

Other ranchersto arrive on Kuchel Mesawerethe Stlckleyswho moved to their ranch on Mountain M eadow
Road just prior to Watson'sarrival. Mr. Stlckley worked for the City of San Diego on city parksand grew
beautiful ornamentalsin addition to the usual ranch crops. Avocados have been planted on most of theranch
NOW.

The present road up the grade from Route 395 wasbuilt afew years before 1948 and called Kuchel Mesa
Road. A rancher named Freer of Boulder Meadow Ranch renamed hisranch Mountain Meadow Ranch, and
also theroad was designated M ountain M eadow Road.

After thedeath of John Burnham, on June 3, 1953, John S. Young purchased Big Rock Ranch. He bought
cattle, constructed loading chutes and built fences. Thefirst load of cattleto arrive scattered all over the
countryside when unloaded. Somehow, thefencesdid not contain them. Because of aheart condition, John
Young did not take an activeroleinthework of theranch.

A circumstance of great importanceto al ranchersof Kuchel Mesaoccurredin 1954 when the Valley Center
Municipa Water District wasestablished. A small tank wasbuilt to serve the areaand today discarded small
pipesfrom the system, which was abandoned when districts U5 and U6 were established for The Meadows,
aredtill scattered about the area.

John Young was shot under suspiciouscircumstances near thedam on hisranchin 1962. Hisbody wasfound
with ashotgun nearby. Rumor had it that he was shot by arecently hired ranch hand. Some say the death was
not sufficiently investigated by authorities, who ruled thefata wound was sdlf inflicted. Theranch wasrecorded
inthename of Ruth R. Young on May 22, 1962. Either the Youngs or the Burnhams changed the name of the
ranch to Meadow L ake Ranch.



Jean Capdevilleworked theranch al during thistime and ranit ashe pleased without too much interference
fromthevariousowners.

Chapter IV — The Era of Development

Theold tree saw an abrupt and bewildering change cometo Kuchel Mesawhen Republic Devel opment
purchased M eadow L ake Ranch on February 1, 1965 to develop agolf course and homesitesinthe natural
setting of the beautiful upland valley. The devel oper looked at 50 sitesin Southern Californiabefore settling on
Meadow L ake Ranch. “ From the aesthetic standpoint, weknew it wasright thefirst timewesaw it,” said the
developer. “ A market evaluation proved the economic feasibility of the project.”

TheFirst tract filed by Republic was Tract 5744 (The Meadows) 250 lotsof 10,000 Sg. Ft. on 102 acres.
Republic built streets, water and sewer systems, and an 18 hole, 6,600 yard golf course plusasmall pro shop
withasnack counter. Lot sales started in 1966.

Aspart of the devel opment, in 1966-67, $400,000 bondswere sold by Valey Center Municipal Water District
to construct water and sewer facilitiesfor The Meadows.

John Dorrough, heading up Republic Devel opment’ swest-coast operation, promoted The Meadowsas*“alush
new departurein community planning, preserving the natural beauty of theland by low density zoning. The
homesiteswerekept relatively small inamodified cluster concept.” He predicted that when finished, the project
would represent aninvestment of approximately $60 million. Thefirm of Deems, Lewis, Martin& Assoc., AlA,
and Donad R. Short & Assoc., consulting engineers, were engaged to devel op aMaster Plan. AsDeemspuit it,
“Perhapsthe most significant thing about The Meadowsiswhat isleft undevel oped. Many devel opersdestroy
all thenatural environment in an effort to get maximum use out of every squarefoot of land. Itisour viewpoint
that theland can till be put to good usewithout ruiningitscharacter.”

Deemstalked of streetsgiving theeffect of rural, country laneswith no cutting or terracing of homesitesfor
building padswhichwould make someinteresting architectural situations. Fairly heavy restrictionswere
established with regard to architecture and landscaping, al under direction of The Meadows Homes
Association, according to the Saturday Evening Post, June5, 1966.

From that time on the ranch began to devel op aswe now know it. Mountain Meadow Road wasrealigned to
thewest and improved with adivided roadway near the golf club entrance.

Theformer ranch house was converted into arestaurant, the Oak Room, with aview of thethreelakes
connected by streamsand waterfalls. The restaurant under the management of George Dumont and hischarming
Frenchwife, Madaline, soon gained areputation for friendly service, gourmet food, and vintagewines. George,
usudly semi-formally dressed in black with white shirt and maroon bow tie, awhitetowel

on hisarm, served food with continenta flourish. On cool eveningsablazing firein the stonefireplace added to
the cozy dining atmosphere. A huge patio under the old oak treewasavailablefor cocktailsand dining on
pleasant evenings. Colored lightsplaced up in the old oak tree created afestive appearance at parties.

During thistime, the ancient oak treewas privy to many important plansasit listened to the conversationswhich
took place onthe patio under its spreading branches. (See photo of “wheeler-dealer” typesgathered under the
tree.) Theseweregloriousdaysfor the* ancient one” with the colorful twinkleof lightsinitsbranchesand
gregarious peopl e gathered about consuming food and drinks.

Meanwhile, Avisand Arch Johnston built their homein 1968. Theirswasthe First home constructed after the



four homesbuilt by the devel opers. They wereamong thefirst full-timeresidents of The Meadowsand took an
activeinterest inthe progress of the new development and itsactivities.

The pro shop and golf course, under the direction of affable Tom Sanderson, wasan active part of the sales
promotion of the property. Unbelievably low golf club duesof $25 per month with cart fee additional, were
quite an enticement to prospective buyers. Of course, most memberswere absentee ownersand ableto utilize
thefacilitiesinfrequently. Lot purchasersenjoyed monthly men’sgolf tournaments sponsored by the devel oper.
Tom’swife, Ruby, supervised the lunch counter attached to the pro shop. The Sandersonsbuilt their home
nearby on Red StoneLane. Their son, Tommy T., onthepro circuit playing golf al over the country, provided
aninteresting conversational topic and added atouch of glamour to the golfing scene. Son Larry isagolf proin
Sheridan, Wyoming, theformer home of the el der Sandersons. Both Tom and Ruby have passed away, Tomin
1986.

Republic built an Olympic-size (25 meter) heated swimming pool and two tennis courts near theold ranch house
onthesteof anold barn. At thetime, the devel oper planned to build the clubhousein that areaoverlooking the
lakesand the unspoiled, picturesque natura beauty of the green hillside covered with aforest of oak trees. From
the clubhouse site, looking down the woodsy canyon on aclear day, apanoramic view of theterrain all theway
to the shimmering blue ocean, over twenty milesdistant, could be enjoyed. Nearby, red-tailed hawksand turkey
vultures soared on cool westerly ocean breezesthat drifted into the areastarting about mid-morning. In January
and February afrosting of blue-floweringwild lilac covered the hillsidewherever abreak inthetreesoccurred.

It was a breathtaking sceneto prospective property purchasers.

Theinadequatefire protection, rarely mentioned to prospective homesite purchasers by the devel oper, was
provided by two fire stations maintained by CaliforniaDivision of Forestry: oneat Cole Grade Road and Valley
Center Road (morethan 10 milesaway by way of asteep, curving, narrow, unimproved back road or 18 miles
on ablacktop road), and Miller Station on Lilac Road, one mileeast of old 395 (in operation from April 15—
December 15for brushfires).

It wasthe beginning of theend for the old ranches asthe ownersbegan to divide their acreageinto small parcels
tosdl toinvestorsfor homesitesand small groves. With the extension of Valey Center water to Kuchel Mesa,
many new agricultural ideas surfaced for theland: kiwiswere planted on 16 acresby Jack and LoisLenz,
proteasonthe Meyer place, geraniumson aparcel on Cerveza, teabushes (Ieptospermum), citrusand
avocadoson many other acreages. TheBowers' egg ranch waseventually turned into commercia greenhouses
growing house plants, and when the high-wire power lineswere built marching across country alongsidefairway
16, SDG& E rented theland under the power linesfor various nursery and gardening ventures.

During the sixtiestheland devel opment philosophy wasto buy ahuge parcel of land cheaply, get it rezoned into
small lots, develop afew amenities, such asgolf courses, sell thelotsasaspeculation to naiveinvestorsand get
out quickly, leaving the problemsof building on thelotsand devel oping aviable community to others. Anarticle
inthe Saturday Evening Post in 1966 titled “ The Rape of the Land” decried thewanton destruction of vast
natural areasinthe U.S. by so-caled“land development.” Thearticle goeson to compliment Republic
Development for their low-density zoning and aesthetic planning of The M eadows.

Sadly, Republic Development, aswell asmany other Southern Californialand devel opers (and nationwide as
well), ranintofinancia difficulties. Many frustrating delaysoccurred, including bad winter sormswhichwashed
out the new golf course and newly graded roads. L ot saleswere suspended after 1968 and theloan held by
Continental Mortgage I nvestorswith aconsortium of 110 bankswasforeclosed. A seriesof companieswere
involved withthe property asfollows:



Nov 6, 1968 Mortgage ConsultantsAug 7, 1970 Am. Land & Lakesof Californialnc.

With each successor, the scope of the community lost alittle of itsluster. Resident golfing membersloved having
thegolf courseto themselves, but was enough money being generated to support thefacility?

Other problemswerein storefor The Meadows. In September 1969 awild fire engulfed over 6900 acres
including the acres north of The Meadows. It burned within afew feet of residencesand theareawas
evacuated. The LosAngeles Timeserroneoudy reported the next day that 14 homes had been destroyed in The
Meadowsarea. Scorched evidence of thefireremained for several yearsinthe back country.

Chapter V — The Era of Modern Development

September 22, 1970 The M eadows was purchased by Continental Heritage Corporation, Riverside, CA. Title
to vacant and unsold devel oped land was vested in asubsidiary corporation, Golden Meadows, Inc., Gordon
Heath, President. Titleto the country club and golf coursewasvested in Meadow Lake Country Club, Inc., a
second subsidiary corporation. Name changeswere made to Hidden Meadows & Meadow L ake Country
Club.

“Golden Meadows,” wrote Gordon Hesath, “ envisions compl etion of the project inthreeyearswith orientation
around theexisting golf course attraction, plusexisting lakesand anew equestrian area.” Over the next two
years|ot salesresumed, the new country club wasbuilt and thefollowing tractswere opened for sale:

1971 Tract 7107-Hidden Meadows Unit #1 -(MGWE, Moonview & Grassy Way)-60 lots, 10,000 Sg.Ft. on
22 acres

1972 Tract 7298 Condo Unitson C-36 zoning (Commercial) located on 2.8 acres Tract 7391 HM Fairway
#1-132lotsof 10,000 Sqg.Ft. on 64 acresNE (Faircrest, Par View, Rim Road, Treeside and Meadow Glen
Way E.)

Whenthe abovetractswerebuilt, the golf course was serioudy compromised intheview of membersplaying at
that time. Especialy holefive, where adeep cut was made between fourth green and fifth teefor construction of
TreesideLane. Also, lotswere platted inthelanding areaof number five. Theroadway of Meadow Glen Way
East and the new clubhouse parking
lot were extended into the golf course
fairway on holenine. Holetenwas
madeless playableby thebuilding of
theparking lot ontheright of the
| farway. Andthen, thevillaswerebuilt
tointrudeontheright side of the 13th
fairway interfering with thetee shot
fromthemen’stee.

San Diego County Department of
Panning and Land Devel opment
informed Golden Meadowsthat no
more devel opment mapswould be
alowed until aMaster Planfor the
wholeareawasimplemented and
approved. Eventuadly, Private




Development Plan (PDP 70-6) was
adopted allowing 1166 total
dwdling unitson 700 acres. A Site
for afirestation wasarequirement
for approval. (Filedin 1970,
approved 1972.)

Residentsbecameactivein
objecting to Golden Meadows
plansto build condominiumsin
Hidden Meadows (HM). They
vowed to keep HM acommunity of
snglefamily residencesof custom-
built homesinarura atmosphereas
envisoned by theorigina

developer. Their attempt to stop the
60 condominiumson Tract 7298
was defeated dueto thefact that the land the condominiumswereto be built on had previously been zoned
commercia. When Private Devel opment Plan PDP 70-6 was approved, it wasto bethefinal Master Planto
guidethefuture development of Hidden Meadows.

Eachlot owner in Hidden M eadows automatically becameamember of The M eadows Homes Association to
be governed by the covenants, conditionsand restrictions (CC& Rs) established by the developer. April 8,

1971 wasthefirst meeting of the Meadows Homes Association inthe old Oak Room. At the 1972 meeting two
residents (appointed by the devel oper) were on the Board and oneresident on the Environmental Review
Board. Inanswer to aquestion of amember, the devel oper stated that meetingswere held annually because of
limited activity instead of quarterly asscheduled.

Thedevel oper participated in the Moosa Canyon Sewage Treatment Plant which was constructed in 1974 to
replacetheinadequate onsite facility which reverted to open space. In 1971 $850,000 more bondswere sold
by Valley Center Water District for Hidden Meadows sewer and water construction. Total indebtednesswas
now $1,450,000 plusinterest for sewer and water improvements. On November 27, 1978 Valley Center Water
District reported a25% delinquency rate on taxesin Hidden Meadows District causing higher taxesto the
limited number of residentsin abovedidtrict.

OnJdunel, 1972, Valey Center Water District proposed several optionsfor additional fire protection. One of
the options, avolunteer organization located at M ountain M eadow Road near 1-15, was adopted and Deer
Springs Volunteer Fire Department was established to servethe areafrom Jesmond Deneto north of CircleR
(including Hidden Meadows).

Thoselot purchaserswho actualy wanted to build ahome ontheir lot, experienced great difficulty in getting
approvd of their building plans. Thelocal contact with the devel oper wasthe sal es office and no procedure was
availableto work with ownerswishing to becomeresidents. Inconveniently, planshad to be submitted to the
Riverside office. However, the streetswere overflowing with an ever changing horde of sharp salespeople
escorting prospectivelot purchasers about the area. The devel oper hired pretty young women to stand at the
foot of the gradeto accost each incoming automobileto giveasales pitch to the occupants. Theresidentswho
traversed theroad severa timesaday wereat First amused and ultimately annoyed by thisactivity.

A few women golfers, under the guidance of AvisJohnston, organized Meadow L ake CC Women's Golf
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Associationin 1972. Mildred Leonard served asthefirst president. Aviswas president of the CircleR ladies
golf at thetime. The new pro, Dave Mancour, hel ped the men organizetheir club and Arch Johnston wasthe
first president. The by-lawsof MLCC Men’'s Club were adopted July 22, 1973. Monthly couple' sgolf on
Sundayswasunder thewing of theladies golf clubin1973. A coupl€e stwilight league, couple’sRoam From
Home, and athree event tournament called“Mr. & Mrs.” played on Memorial Day, Fourth of July and L abor
Day wereinitiated by Hazel Early and loosely administered by e ecting the coming year’schairmen at afal
banquet at the country club. A magjority of the membersof both golf clubswere nonresidents of Hidden
Meadows.

When the sixty condominiums called, Hidden Meadows Villas, were compl eted, they sold rapidly to week-
endersand specul atorsfor gpproximately $16,000 to $19,000. The condos eventually provided aconvenient
rental for some prospective residentswhilethey werein the processof building their homesat Hidden
Meadows.

Popular George Dumont, unhappy with hisrelationship with Golden Meadows, |eft hisemployment asmanager
of the Oak Room and wasreplaced by Richard Theiler. Richard managed efficiently, but Georgeand Madelaine
wereahard act to follow and the persona charm and atmospherethat attracted alocal clientelewaslost with
the Dumont’ sdeparture. Richard lived inthe ol der ranch housewith hiswife, Ruth, and daughter. Richard
complained to management about the poor planning of thekitchen in the new clubhouse and layout of the
clubhouseingeneral. Asaresult, Richard wasreplaced by Charles Couples shortly after the moveto the new
clubhouse..

Thelong awaited clubhouse had several amusing and frustrating problems. Thewel l-equipped exerciseroom
and saunain the new clubhouse made an excellent salestool, but memberscould seldom get into usethe
equipment. To get to the showersfrom the sauna, one had to go through thelobby of the clubhouse, near the
bar, to the men’sor women'’slocker roomson the upper level. The new clubhouse provided theresidentsanice
placeto hold socid activities, such asdinner dances. The problemwas...everyoneta ked but none could
hear...dueto poor acoustics. A person could go homewith strained throat musclesfrom attempting to converse
with those seated at thetable. Later the* hedlth club” wasremoved; and the clubhouse wasremodel ed, placing
thepro shopinthelower level of themain clubhouse. The swimming pool wasfilled into makeaputting green.
Despited| the problems, the residents enjoyed having aplaceto meet and had agood timewith sing-alongs,
dancing and dinnersafter coupl € sgolfing events. Theclub provided music for dancing one night aweek.

A Wednesday bridge group of ladies, organized by Mildred Hinman, an avid bridge enthusiast, wasapopul ar
diversion. Mildred and Ron Hinman, purchased five acresfrom the Watsonsfor their homesite acrossthe street
from the new clubhouse. The Hinmans planted an apricot orchard and built three more houseson their property.
They havemoved to Arizonafor ranchlife, but the bridge club survivestoday with 16 members. Later aladies
monthly bridge and luncheon at the club on second Fridays commenced.

Lightswereingtaled onthe tenniscourts about 1973 after adisgruntled member picketed with placardsduring
some publicity functions promoted at the club by Gordon Heath and Gary Collandar. She also protested the
delayed seasona opening of the swimming pool. Dave Mancour was replaced by Phil Edmonson ashead pro.

Fourth-of-July picnicsaswell asseveral weddingswere held on the patio of theold Oak Room and inthe
beautiful setting of thelakesnearby. Eventually, vandal s sacked the old Oak Room and about 1976 that building
plustheold guest house and the small red two- room ranch house and garagewere d| dismantled leaving only
the two bedroom house. Greenskeeperslivedin the old ranch house sometimes.

Therewasmuch vandalism at the swim club from timeto time. Finally the high diving board wasremoved and a



wirefenceinstalled surrounding the pool area, resultingin adecreasein the midnight pool partiesby
unauthorized youngsters.

My friend, the old oak tree, was about the only thing that still looked as splendid asever. Lonely and sad, the
ancient oak treelamented, “ Just look at thisplace! Unsightly cracked cement foundations, exposing the many
additionsmadeto the old house, brittle, parched brown grass and weeds, the dry beds of theformer |akes
choked withweeds, al that’sleft standing of the houseisthefireplace chimney. People even cameintrucksto
dump debris near the stream. The mule deer no longer come down fromthe hillsin the eveningsto grazealong
thelakesasthey used to. Even the bobcats and owls seem to have disappeared. Now only the coyotesremain,
and they comein noi sy, barking and howling packs chasing after rabbitsand other game each night. How | long
for those dayswhen the pretty lakes and waterfallswith landscaped lawns attracted happy peopleto sitinthe
shade, relax and enjoy thecharm of thevalley.”

Residentswere surprised, in November 1972, to seeamodular home being moved onto alot in Hidden
Meadows. A Meadow L ake Action Committee, (Harley Phillips, Chairman), wasformed to stop thefourteen
proposed additional modular homesfrom being moved into the M eadowsin non-compliancewith the CC& Rs.
Thelawyer hired by the committeetook action to seethat no additional modularswereingtaledin Hidden
Meadows. Therewere 21 family residentsat thistime.

Despited| the problemswith the devel oper, theresi dentsloved thearea, thetranquillity of therural setting, the
diversity of the custom homeshbeing built on thehilly terrain, the spectacul ar beauty of the natural surroundings
and thegorgeousweather. All of thesefactorswere constant topicsof conversation.

It didn’t takelong for Golden Meadowsto start proposing changesto the Private Development plan (PDP 70-
6.) Boundariesof the swimand tennisclub area, golf course, and the building of condominiumswereinitiated by
temporary map 3343. On September 1, 1972, Gordon Heath, President of Golden M eadows, sent aletter to
residents proposing to build 593 townhouseson the“idand” and west of Mountain Meadow Road and
eliminating 15 acresfrom thegolf course. Tract 7653, in 1973, rezoned aparcel from agricultural toresidential
for 4 estatelotsNW and 106 |ots of 10,000 Sg. Ft. on 99.3 acres (Hidden Meadows #2).

After many meetingsand | ettersfrom Gordon Heath and tripsto County Planning Dept. hearings, rezoning (R-
74-15) in conjunctionwith devel opment
maps (TM 3344 and TM 3345) was
approved in September 1974 by the
Panning Commissionwithrevisons,
despitethe objectionsof alarge group of
Hidden Meadowsresidents. The Board of
Supervisorsdenied theplanin April, 1975
dueto non-compliancewith the previoudy
approved Private Development Plan (PDP
70-6).

Asaresult of thedenia of hisplans,
temperamental Gordon Heath ordered a
shutdown of thegolf course, svimming
pool, tennis courts, and clubhouse
restaurant and fired al theemployeeson
March 20, 1975. A pictureinthe Times
Advocate showed Betty Kerr and Lois
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Lenz being ordered off the golf course by Sheriff’sdeputies. Loishad just purchased her $2000 membership.
After aweek thefacilitieswere opened again. John Juriswasclub pro at thistime.

Someof thevillas, called Holiday Houses at the Club, were actively promoted asrentalsfrom 2 daysfor $60to
one month for $425 with unlimited golf privileges. Consequently, many touristsweredaily golfers, and, asthe
coursewas open to thegenera public aswell, thegolf coursewasvery busy during thewinter season.

In 1975 Bob Hurt, MilesHouck, Harley Phillips, Bob Gainesand otherstook an active part in the creation of
Association of Resident Owners (ARO), which wasinstituted asameans of responding to the concerns of
Hidden Meadowsresidentsaswell asthoseliving inthe perimeter area. The MeadowsHomes Association
wasavehiclefor the devel opersand not representative of thewishesof the residentswho were automatically
memberswhen they purchased their |ots. Owning so many lots, the devel oper effectively controlled the
organization. Thefirst officia meeting of the membersof ARO wasat the M oose L odge on Jesmond Dene.
ARO aso administered varioussocid activities, such as; couplesbridge marathon, golf and tennistournaments,
dinner dances, gourmet club, tripsand So and Sew—aladies (mostly nongolfers) monthly socia heldin homes.

Duetofinancial difficultiesof Golden Meadows, Inc., in March 1976, titleto Hidden M eadows property
changed to Continental Mortgage Inv. (CMI). Hidden Meadowswas one of 92 projectsunder their umbrella.
Soon, CM I filed aPetition under Chapter 11 of the National Bankruptcy Act. Lot salescontinued. Robert A.
Rogerswasinvolved inthe management of Hidden Meadowsfor CMI asVice President and Protect M anager
aswell asPresident of Meadow L ake Country Club.

A number of couplesbanded together to form intimate groupsfor monthly golf and dinner events. The popular
“Orphan’s Tournament” wasinstituted by Bonnieand Phil Starbuck for coupleswho wished to play golf and
have dinner together at the club on Thanksgiving. About thistimeanine-holeladiesgolf club, the Bogy Bunch,
was organized under thedirection of Fay Floyd. In 1976 country club dueswere $60 per month for afamily
membership plus$240 annual feefor privatecart.

Dissatisfied with the operation of Meadow L ake Country Club, agroup of members, in 1977, investigated the
feasibility of the memberspurchasing the club. On May 27, 1978 the member group made acash offer of
$500,000 for Meadow L ake Country Club property. The offer wasrejected and no further effort wasmadeto
purchasethe club.

Even though 90% of thelotswere not sold, the devel oper turned the responsibility for The M eadows Homes
Association CC& Rsover totheresidentsin 1977. Administration of the Environmental Review/Architectural
Review Board turned out to beadifficult task for the non-paid, appointed membersasthey were, in effect,
judge, jury and enforcer of the CC& Rsand new construction proposals.

Another ownership changetook placeon July 7, 1978. All stock wastransferred to asubsidiary of CMI,
Meadow Lake Holding Co.,Inc., asaresult of thefailure of aprior owner to pay certain obligationsowed to
CMI. Remaining developableland was held by Escondido Hidden Meadows Inc. At theend of 1978
approximately 300 homeshad been buiilt.

During thewinter of 1978 stormsflooded thewholevalley, including partsof thegolf course. Thelakes, which
had been deteriorating, were completely destroyed. Even the newly installed sewer waswashed out inthe
canyon connecting the sewer to Lawrence Welk Village. The sewer linewasrebuilt above ground along that
stretch of the canyon.



All thistimethe undevel oped parcelsjust outside
Hidden Meadowswere being sold and built upon
at arapid pace. In August 1979 aproperty
owner west of Hidden M eadows obtained aroad
easement to cut through the cul-du-sac at theend
of Sandhurst (Lot 62) to channel trafficona
privateroad (Sandhurst) from devel opment
abovethrough Hidden Meadows.

A coupleof Hidden Meadowsresi dents made
attemptsto discouragethe action or forcethe
property owner to maintain Sandhurst, but failed.
M eadows Homes A ssociation signed agrant of
easement with Howard Kerr and 11 othersgiving
right-of-way over the private street. Hidden
Meadowsresidents, through Meadows Homes
Association, areresponsiblefor the upkeep of Sandhurst. Now, in 1987, thewhole devel oping areainthe
acreage Just outside Hidden Meadowsisusing thisroad to reach 1-15.

A proposal to build 44 condominiumson asmall parcel (6.17 acres) just outside of Hidden Meadowson a
portion of the original Watson ranch which had been sold to Don Starchman was contested by Hidden
Meadowsresidents. Eventually, a25 unit cluster home devel opment was constructed on the site by Peter
Barronin 1978. After completion, the bank foreclosed on theloan and the devel opment stood empty for
severd yearsuntil purchased by Gordon Long Assoc. of Michigan. The houseswere*® spruced up,” named Oak
Meadowsand finally sold toindividual homeownersin 1986-87. Peter Barron left the country asafugitiveand
wasfinally arrested in Panamain the summer of 1987.

OnMay 1, 1979, the CMI Chapter X1 proceeding was converted into aproceeding for reorganization under
Chapter X of the Bankruptcy Act. Country club membershipswere offered for sale September 1, 1979. Inthe
prospectus, CMI mentioned paying property taxesfor theyears 1974-1979 of $259,000. In April 1979 the
Meadow L ake Country Club subsidiary owed CM| $980,000.

Map (TM3872) wasapproved in March 1979, and, with the amendment to Private Devel opment Plan (PDP
70-6), modifiedthe“idand” designation from 320 townhousesto 89 residential |otsand the northeastern 18
acreparcel from two estatelotsto six estate lots (Deep Canyon). Tract 9488 approved devel opment of lotson
“idand” 58 acres; lot numbersassigned to swim & tennis(Lot 179-4.07 acres), golf course and remnant
parcels. R78-108 approved August 1979 for appropriate rezoning to implement above.

Another owner, Senior Corporation based in Miami, Fla., purchased Hidden Meadowsin 1980 and
immediately proceeded to make plansfor the only undevel oped areasleftin HM: the*idand”, afew small
parcelseast of Mountain Meadow Road, and the parcel south of fairway 12.

Page 8 of Rikki Alberson’s 1980 report (made prior to approva of PDPa81-01) states“R79-97 rezoned all
golf courseareasto agriculturefrom residentia, thereby protecting the golf coursefrom futureresidential
development or other encroachment.” Also “P79-153 approved February, permanently permitting the swim and
tennisfacilitiesand associated structuresand parking areas. Supersedesall previous permitsfor these uses.”

Another interesting itemin the 1980 report isal etter to Valley Center Municipa Water District regarding
Hidden Meadows sewer facilities. “ The Moosa Canyon Plant makes use of percolation pondsandis
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experiencing some operationd difficultiesdueto ahigh ground water condition whichisexpected to continue.
Towhat extent doesthisconditionimpair the District’sahility to servethenew development?’ (Thisisjust six
yearsafter completion of the M oosa Canyon Sewage Disposal Plantin 1974.)

At therequest of Senior Corporationin 1981, Private Development Plan a81-01 was adopted allowing 129
condominiums (TM 4235 since expired) south of golf fairway #12, del eting acreagefrom 699.3to 675 and
decreasing thetotal dwelling unitsfrom 1166 to 861. The devel oper dedicated alot for afire station across
Mountain Meadow Road from the condominiums. Thiswasto bethefinal Master Planto guidethefuture
development of Hidden Meadows. TM 3345 wasthelast devel opment map to be approved asapart of TM
3872.

In another action the San Diego County Supervisorsdesignated Hidden Meadowsareaa Country Townin
1981. The County requested names of seven residents of the areato serve asmembersof aboard to represent
the designated Country Town area. Two were selected from Meadows Homes Association, two from ARO
and two from the area outside Hidden Meadows. Bob Gaineswas el ected Chairman of the Board of the
Community Sponsor Group whichisformed “for the purpose of advising and ass sting the Planning and
Environmental Review Board, the Planning Commission and the Board of Supervisorsinthepreparation,
amendment and implementati on of community and subregiona plans.”

Chapter VI — The Modern Era

By avote of arearesidents, the Deer SpringsFire District with full-time paid staff wasestablished in 1981. The
County had previoudy supplied firetrucks. Two fireshave destroyed homesin Hidden Meadows. The Baccus
home on Lamplighter Lanewas completely destroyed in December 1977 and later the Jagnow homeon
Glenmeade was partially destroyed by firewhilerenterslived there.

For several years, popular Lon Strand was Meadow Lake CC golf profollowed by Dick Mayer in 1982 as
Director of Golf. Brad Booth arrived ashead pro following Dick Mayer’ sdeparture. Ted L osek was named
manager of the Oak Roomin 1984. Nancy Hyde, formerly the office manager, was named manager of
Meadow L ake Country Club.

Another problem devel oped for Hidden M eadowsresidentswhen aroad easement was approved onlot 106 to
servefour estatelots; lot entranceto be gated so no through traffic could use the road easement. Meadows
Homes Association aware of arrangement in 1985. (Check MHA files.) Restriction on deed of lot 106 was not
recorded. Teleklew purchased ot 106in1985. A petition signed by Hidden Meadowsresidentswas
forwarded to Teleklew asking them not to put the road through lot 106 into Hidden M eadows. Request denied.
The MeadowsHomes A ssoci ation negotiated some sort of agreement with Teleklew to allow Rim Rock traffic
to go through Hidden Meadows streets. Gate was removed to rear of lot and finally disappearedin 1986. Now
atemporary gateisinstalled at the entranceto Rim Rock, which allowsother traffic from developing areas
outside Rim Rock to uselot 106 and, of course, the gateis opened whenever trucksdesireto reach Rim Rock.

Now Hidden Meadowsisbeing inundated by traffic from the surrounding devel oping acreages:. to the east
(Valley Center areas) on Meadow Glen Way East, to the north (Rim Rock and others) through lot 106,
Meadow Glen Way West and Glenmeade, to the west on Sandhurst through lot 62.

Attempting to sell al remaining lotsthey owned, alot auction washeldin 1985 by Senior Corporation. People
camped out al night in front of the clubhousein order to get first choicewhen the sales office openedinthe
morning.



After monthsof rumors, residentswereinformed that on June 30, 1986 Hidden M eadowswas purchased by
Lawrence Welk’s Teleklew Productions, Inc. Robert Diaswas appointed Meadow Lake Country Club
manager. Robert Van Orden replaced Ted L osek as Oak Room manager.

After lengthy sessionsto revisethe Covenants, Conditionsand Restrictions (CC& Rs) and obtain therequired
number of signatures, The Meadows Homes Association CC& R update wasratified in October 1986. In
another action, the Meadows Homes A ssoci ati on assumed responsi bility for the monthly cost of $28.60 for two
street lightson Mountain Meadow Road, previoudy installed by Golden M eadows, when Senior Corporation
refusedto pay SDG&E.

May 1987 Teleklew proposed General Plan Amendment 87-03, Specific Plan Amendment 87-005, Rezone
87-014, Mgjor Use Permit 79-152—Golf Course Changes, and TM 4605 (Meadow Glen Way West
extensionthrough thelot 106 accessto Teleklew’sRim Rock development). The proposal would diminate
about 57 acres of open space from Hidden Meadows and add more housing units.

Teleklew graded aroad through lot 106 in May 1987 destroying many treesin the process. Residents objected
by over 100 persons sending $1 or more (for the $165 appeal fee) with aletter asking for appeal of TM 4605
to San Diego County Dept. of Land Use—all tono avail. The County mailed refunds.

In 1987 aconvenience store was opened across from the clubhouse just north of Meadow Glen Way East. The
store and an office building were constructed on theformer site of the Watson vegetabl e gardens, onland which
had been zoned commercial. By thistime, Will Watson’sranch hasbeen reduced to 6 1/2 acresby giftsto his
childrenand sdleto variousindividuals.

“It’sjust too beautiful to change,” said Republic Development about Meadow Lake Ranch whenthey
purchaseditin 1965, “ 716 acres of just about the most beautiful land in North County. L otsof big old oak and
sycamoretrees, gently rolling hills, broad expanses of grassy meadowland and alakefull of trout, the place had
alot goingfor it. to begin with. Our ideaisto providealimited number of choice homesiteswithin acomplex of
recregtiond facilitiesand leaved| the naturd featuresof theland virtualy intact.”

AsOLR (oldest living resident) of Hidden Meadows, the old oak tree, certainly agreeswith theoriginal
developer’sfineidess. “It'samatter of surviva.”

Just what will bethefate of the gnarled ancient oak?Will it (and the old apple and persimmon trees) be onthe
edgeof agolf coursefairway to beadmired by al, or will thesetreesand the old ranch house all disappear in
thenameof progress? Only timewill tell.

Some Other I nteresting Facts About Hidden M eadows

Thereisa30 foot pedestrian/equestrian easement along the southern border of the property and east of
Mountain Meadow Road.

Thewildernessand hikingtrail (not developed) areain Hidden Meadows southwest corner (60.5 acres) ispart
of the Merriam M ountain Resource Conservation Area(MMRCA). According to Ann Ewing of San Diego
County Land Use Dept., these Resource Conservation Areaswere created to indicate a pi cturesque area of
environmental sensitivity harboring endangered species—asignal to plannersto seek anaysisof resources. The
36.2 acres(Parcel B), whichareincludedin Teleklew’s GPA 87-03/SPA 87-005/Rezone R 87-014, seeking
rezonefor estatelots (and del ete from Hidden Meadows) arewithinthe MMRCA.. The County statesthis
would beagood reason for non-devel opment of this property designated as open space onthe current plan
(PDPa 81-01).
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A wildernesspark, picnic, trail areaand bird sanctuary (21 acres) arelocated in the southeastern corner of
Hidden Meadows.

Elsinore, about 11 milesnortheast of Hidden M eadows, isthe closest activefault. Thelargest recorded
earthquake a ong thisfault measuring 6.0 on the Richter Scale occurredin 1975.

Thesmall stream that flowsthrough the areaisatributary of the M oosa Creek.

Wildernessareaoak forests are composed of canopiesof coast live oak and stands of Englemann oak. Other
nativetreesfound are Californiasycamore, willow, holly-leafed scrub oak, Englemann scrub oak and
cottonwood.

Wildlife

[Seefootnote]

Someof the plantsfound in the undisturbed natural areasare: cameos, buckwhest, laurel leaf sumac, dodder
(witch'shair), little club-moss, severa typesof fern, sugar bush, poison oak, periwinkle, milkweed, whiteand
black sagebrush, mugwort, dender aster, mulefat, coyote brush, broom baccharis, brickellbush, pincushion
flower, thistle, golden yarrow, fragrant everlasting, goldenbush, smooth cats-ear, goldenrod, stephanomeria,
whiteforget-me-not, salt heliotrope, water-cress, southern honeysuckle, Mexican elderberry, spreading
snowberry, spear saltbush, rock-rose, western bindweed, chalk | ettuce, wild cucumber, manzanita, holly, dove
weed, wild sweet pea, |eather root, rigid hedgenettle, many-flowered mallow, white mul berry, wishbone bush,
cottonweed, skunkweed, Turkish rugging, knotweed, smartweed, chaparral virgin’sbower, ceanothus,
redberry, small-flowered mounta n-mahogany, toyan, sticky cinquefail, holly-leaved cherry, wild rose, Cdifornia
blackberry, bedstraw, chaparral currant, fuchs a-flowered gooseberry, white sngpdragon, thread-leaved bird's
beak, red, orange and scarlet monkey-flower, coast figwort, jimson weed, nightshade, verbena, wild grape,
yucca, rush, cattail, wild rye, foxtail, bunch-grass, scapellote.

Mammalsobserved are: cottontail rabhbit, brush rabbit, grey ground squirrel, dusky-footed wood rat, pocket
gopher, coyote, gray fox, striped skunk, bobcat, southern mule deer, packrat, weasel, possum, mountain lion.

Birds observed: turkey vulture, cooper’ shawk, red-tailed hawk, red-shouldered hawk, American kestrel, barn
owl, horned owl, Caiforniaquail, mourning dove, white-throated swift, Anna’ s hummingbird, common flicker,
acorn woodpecker, ashthroated flycatcher, black phoebe, scrub jay, roadrunner, common raven, mountain
chickadee, plaintitmouse, bushtit, wrentit, starling, house wren, mockingbird, Cdiforniathrasher, western
bluebird, phainopepla, loggerhead shrike, red-winged blackbird, housefinch, purplefinch, lesser goldfinch,
rufous-sided towhee, brown towhee, mallard, ruddy duck, belted kingfisher, loggerhead shrike.

Amphibiansincludevarioussaamanders, toads, bullfrogsand pacific treefrog. Among thereptilesare many
typesof lizardsand snakesincluding threetypes of rattlesnakes, gopher, coastal rosy boa, and two-striped
garter snake.

INDIAN LORE

According to studies made, bookswritten and recapped in several Environmental Impact Reports (EIR) in
1974-77-80-87, Indianswere present in the area of Hidden Meadows over 8,000 yearsago, mostly in
temporary camps. Thefiveprehistoric siteslocated in 1974 were described as* two Diegueno camp and food
processing sites, one Diegueno flaking station, one LaJollatemporary camp siteand oneisaculturally non-



specific flaking station (Ryzdynkki). Four of the siteswereregistered in 1977 as SDi-5189, SDi-5190, SDi-
5191 and SDi-5192. Themost significant of thefindingsissite SDi-5190 whichisthought to beonelargesite
with SDi-5191. These sitesarelocated west of Mountain M eadow Road acrossfrom the sixty condominiums
near the south boundary of Hidden Meadows property. The site and surrounding oak-rich riparian woodland
remainintact with severa granite bouldersand outcropswhich facilitated prehistoric food grinding and
processing. Site overlooksthe drainagesthat converge near and flow to thewest.

I nterestingly, in a September 1986 report from San Diego Museum of Man, “aloca collector Jenks’ isnamed
ashaving found W. Diegueno trade pottery cached specimensin granite boulder pilesinthe Oat Hillsand
Kuchel Mesaregion. Bob Jenkswasthe great-grandson of thefirst owner of Meadow L ake Ranch (George
Kuchdl). Whileattending Palomar College, Jenksmade astudy of thelocal Indians. Bob hassince passed

avay.

Steve Crothamel of Palomar College (American Indian Studies) statesthat Bob Jenks made several important
findsof pottery onthe Kuchel ranch which areinthe possession of the S.D. Museum of Man. Hebelievesthe
areawasthesite of Indian villages, but evidence haslong since been destroyed.

Archaeol ogica investigation of Polan/Berryman defined those early people aspart of the Late Archaic Horizon,
and probably the direct ancestors of the present-day L uiseno Indians. A pattern of seasonal exploitation of local
environmentsasthey moved through the areathat was defined astheir own, and defended from all intruders,
wastypical. Semi-permanent villages, with popul ations of 50 to 100, werelocated at either lower-elevation
foothillsinwinter or higher-elevation mountainsin the summer.

Luisenoisatermthat wasgiven by the Spanish to the peopleliving near the San LuisRey Mission.
Linguistically, the L uiseno belong to the Shoshonean |language family, which relatesthemto the Cahuiil g,
Cupeno, Gabrieleno, and the Capistrano. The namefor their speech wasNe-telaor Chamtela (Krober,
1908:6).

The Luiseno practiced the Chingishnishform of religion, aforceful tolache cult, with al itsceremonia behavior.
Thereligiouscult camefrom theidands of Santa Catalinaand San Clemente to San Juan Capistrano and thento
SanLulsRey.

It spread to the upland L uiseno places such asRincon, Potrero, Yapiche, LaJollaand then to the Dieguenos of
MesaGrande and Santa'Y sabel. The secret religion wasbased onritual and vision questing (DuBois, 1908:74).
The Chingishnish ceremony incorporated the use of geometric sandpainting with seedsor meal being sprinkled
over sandtoformthedesigns.

Specificvillages practiced aform of rock art with chainsof diamonds, cross-hatching, circles, crossesand linear
patternsof dotsor straight linesand combinations of these. A good example of thisIndian art hasbeen
observed on rocks near Hidden Meadows.

Tothe L uiseno, thelineagewas considered thebasic palitica unit. Kinship, marriage, rightsof successionand
residency ruleswereal determined by lineage. Membership inthelineage was based on patrilineal descent. The
variouslineageswere grouped into exogamous clanswhich formed endogamousterritorial functions.
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Sources. Appendix to Draft Environmenta Impact Report,
Hidden Meadows Specific Plan Amendment, June 198
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AvisJohnston

Harriet Crise DeGraw

Will Watson

Bob Gaines

Saturday Evening Post

Flord identification utilized Munz Foraof Southern California
Copyright 1987 Hazd CollinEarly

Distributed by: Hazel Early, 28115 Glengarry Lane, Escondido, CA 92026

Thisproduct beganitslife asatypewritten document. It was edited, and alayout was designed by Hemphill,
who keyboarded the document into its current condition, using M SWord, Adobe PageM aker, and Adobe
Acrobat. Photographswere provided by Bob Pierce, whose Par View home appearson Page8 asit wasin
1974.



19



